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Bus Stop Conversations
Neighborly news about the Washington Central Supervisory Union 

schools of Berlin, Calais, Doty Memorial (Worcester), East Montpelier, 
Rumney Memorial (Middlesex), & U-32.

Inside This Issue:
Berlin School Re-vote 
April is Alcohol 
Awareness Month

see drama pg. 3

see proficiency on pg. 3

Elementary Theater
By Deborah Wolf

Theater has a big role in our elementary 
schools. Kids love to prepare for and partici-
pate in dramatic productions both large and 
small. Here is a snippet of what’s going on 
these days.

Calais
This is the second 

year that first and sec-
ond graders at Calais 
Elementary have been 
one of seven Vermont 
schools invited to 
collaborate with the 
ECHO Leahy Center 
and the Very Merry 
Theatre Company as 
part of the Waterways 
Stage Production. This 
project based learning 
experience combines 
science with drama in 
a hands-on, student led 
format. School groups pick an organism to 
study, and create a play to teach others about 
their species. This year the theme is threat-
ened /endangered aquatic organisms and 

students are studying the Eastern Pearlshell 
Mussel which is the only threatened species 
in the Calais area. Sarah Adelaide, from the 
Very Merry Theatre Company is helping 
students develop, write and practice the play, 

while ECHO bi-
ologist, Nina Ridhib-
hinyo, teaches them 
about the greater 
Lake Champlain Wa-
tershed. Calais parent, 
VT Fish and Wild-
life Biologist, Mike 
Wichrowski first 
introduced the Calais 
kids to the Eastern 
Pearlshell Mussel.

Calais Elementa-
ry’s First and Sec-
ond grade teaching 
team, Lisa Levangie 
and Cheryl Ecklund 

create and teach standards-based science 
curriculum to enhance the project. Students 
learn about the water cycle, ecosystems, the 
food web, and how human impacts affect 

What would it be like to drive around in 
a car from 1920? It probably wouldn't work 
very well.  And it wouldn’t make much sense. 
Interestingly, we are currently using an edu-
cational system very similar to what was used 
over 100 years ago.

We have been very rooted in our tra-
ditional educational system which doesn’t 
necessarily serve the modern learner. There-
fore we are trying to build a new system of 
education in Vermont that among other things 
can answer the question: “How do we teach 
students to be ready for jobs that might not 
even exist yet?”

For over a century, students have received 
a high school diploma based on the accumu-
lation of credits earned for passing courses. 
This system has not necessarily ensured that 
students are actually ready for college or the 
job market. And many graduates leave high 
school unprepared to succeed. But, educators 
in Vermont think there is a better way. 

That is: Proficiency Based Graduation 
Requirements (PRGR) that are based 

Education is Changing
How do we know what they know now?

By Deborah Wolf

East Montpelier Elementary students 
rehearse "Peter Pan." The public is invited 
to the production on June 8th at 6 pm!

Calais students working with Nina 
from ECHO to learn about populations 
and what causes an organism's numbers 
to fall enough to become threatened, 
endangered or even extinct. (Above and 
below).

Rumney Memorial School students 
performed the trip down the yellow brick 
road (The Wizard of Oz) featuring dancing, 
singing, and colorful munchkins, Friday, 
April 7, and Saturday, April 8.

"We really want our kids to be prepared 
to assume their role in society. To be a 
contributor to our community, graduates 
need more than just knowledge, they need 
transferable skills, or soft skills such as 
problem solving and critical thinking."     

                --Steven Dellinger-Pate
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Notes on the Chalkboard

Activities
U-32 
May 6: Color Run
May 15: Blood Drive
May 17: Mentor Appreciation Night, 5:30 pm
May 20: Prom, 8 pm, National Life
May 23: High School Spring Music Concert, 7 pm
May 25: Middle School Spring Music Concet, 7 pm
May 26: Seventh Grade Book Buddies
May 29: Eighth Grade trip to DC

Berlin
April 13: P.B.I.S. Community Meeting, 9:05 am
April 13: Reading To End Racism, 9:30-11:30 am
April 25: Building Outdoor Composts, Barre Career 
Center, 9:20-12
April 28: Lifetouch “Spring Pictures”
May 1: School Board Public Forum, see below

Calais
April 14: “Pi plus 1” pie and math celebration

Doty
May 25: "Into the Books," School Play, 6 pm

East Montpelier
April 13: PreK Screening
April 14: Amy McDonald, author visit
June 8: "Peter Pan," 6 pm

Rumney
April 14: All School Meeting, 9:15 am
May 21: Spring Fair, 10 am-2 pm

Rumney, January 2, 2017
 V Approve Budget for the 2017-2018 School 
Year.

 V Approve the Middlesex School District Town 
Meeting Warning.

 V Accepted Principal Adam Rosen’s resignation.
 V Mr. McVeigh noted that the board is disap-
pointed as Mr. Rosen has contributed to the 
goodness in the school and has been instru-
mental in moving the school in the right direc-
tion. The board appreciates all his hard work. 

Berlin, Feb. 13, 2017
 V Approved list of general contractors.
 V Awarded asbestos abatement bid to Catamount 
Asbestos.

 V Appointed Travis Paquet as the Internal Project 
Manager for the Berlin Construction Project.

 V Appointed Corinne Stridsberg as a voting 
member of the Act 46 Study Committee for 
Berlin.

U-32, Feb. 22, 2017
 V Student representative, Emily Richards 
shared from the Arts Extravaganza event this 
past month, as well as a presentation by Eric 

Thompson from CivilSchools in January; also 
about a fundraising. 

 V Emily and Steven Dellinger-Pate both spoke 
about how difficult Laure Angel’s death has 
been for students and staff alike. Scott Thomp-
son spoke about how moved he was by the 
presence of the U-32 community at Laure’s 
funeral service.

 V Approved leave of absence requests for Pam 
Pollock and Randy Brown.

 V Accepted end of year resignation for Samantha 
Parker.

 V Validated U-32 School District Warning.

Rumney, March 1, 2017
 V Approved hiring Mr. Schneider as Interim 
Principal.

Berlin, March 13, 2017
 V C. Amos publicly thanked Vera Frazier for all 
she has done as a board member with over a 
decade of service to the district.

 V Elected C. Parton Chair, C. Winters Vice 
Chair, and J. Giroux Clerk.

 V B. Kimball discussed a rough timeline to 
Berlin FY17-18 Budget Re-Vote.          v

Board Meetings
U-32: May 3, 6:00 pm, at U-32;
Berlin Elementary School: May 8, 6:15 pm at Berlin Elementary;
Calais Elementary: April 13, May 18, 6 pm at Calais;
Doty Memorial School: April 11, May 10, 5 pm at Doty;
East Montpelier Elementary: April 24, May 15, 5:30 pm at EMES;
Rumney Memorial School: April 12, May 17, 6 pm at Rumney School in Middlesex;
Policy Committee: May 8, 5 pm at Central Office (1130 Gallison Hill Rd);
WCSU Executive Committee: April 26, 6 pm at Central Office (1130 Gallison Hill Rd);
The next full board and carousel meetings will be held on Wednesday, June 7 at U-32 beginning at 5:30 pm. The public is invited.

The WCSU Full Board includes board members 
from each of the Elementary School Boards and 
the U-32 School Board.  
The public is welcome at all meetings.

No School - Spring Break, April 17-21

Berlin Residents 
IMPORTANT SCHOOL BUDGET 

REVOTE INFORMATION

Berlin Elementary School       
Budget Re-Vote

Tuesday, May 2, 2017 Berlin Town Office
8:00 a.m. -7:00 p.m.

Public Forum
Monday, May 1, 2017—6:00 p.m.

Berlin Elementary School, Room 115
Get your Early Voting Absentee Ballot 

by contacting the town of Berlin
Town Clerk: Rosemary Morse: 
berlintownclerk@berlinvt.org 

802-229-9298

 Underage drinking risks immediate 
consequences, including impaired driving, al-
cohol poisoning, and increased risk of sexual 
assault, but studies also reveal that 90% 
percent of long-term addictions start in the 
teen years. Central Vermont New Directions 
Coalition encourages you to educate yourself 
and your loved ones about the importance of 
early education on alcoholism and addiction.

In Vermont, 30% of high school students 
reported drinking alcohol in the past 30 
days, according to the 2015 Vermont Youth 
Risk Behavior Survey. To spread the word 
and prevent alcohol abuse among youth in 
Vermont, Central Vermont New Directions 
Coalition partners with ParentUp (http://
parentupvt.org), an initiative of the Vermont 
Department of Health.

Drugs and alcohol are not easy topics to 
bring up, especially with children and teens 
who may often seem like they’re not listen-
ing. But the truth is that the #1 reason kids 
give for not drinking is that they don’t want 
to disappoint their parents. Children do care 
deeply about their parents’ opinions—even if 
they don’t show it directly. 

Parents can help prevent alcohol and 
other drug use with the following strategies:

Alcohol Awareness

 V Set the foundation by helping your 
child develop key skills, experiences, 
relationships, and behaviors

 V Talk about alcohol, drugs, and mental 
health issues

 V Monitor your teen 
 V Spread the word and make connections 
with other parents

 V Know the warning signs
Learn more about these strategies and 

how to take action by visiting 
http://parentupvt.org. 

If you think your teen is drinking or using 
drugs, find information and help at:

 V http://parentupvt.org 
 V http://cvndc.org            v
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drama from pg. 1
these systems. A large part of the focus is on 
sustainability and personal responsibility that 
empower students to make positive choices.  
These students have gained broad perspec-
tives about the world around them. They see 
all life as being important and display their 
sustainable outlook in everyday ways in the 
classroom by making sure resources like 
water, paper, and energy are never wasted, as 
well as composting, recycling, and reusing 
everything they can. They have become not 
only more creative thinkers, but also more 
compassionate ones. Two second graders sum 
it up:  Lyric says, “This is a great project! 
We get to learn about science while acting it 
out and teaching others how to care for our 
planet.”  Sylvia adds, “It’s so fun! We create 
and practice the play but we don’t have to 
memorize lines. We just have to remember 
the science and our story!” 

Doty Memorial School
At Doty Memorial School, the theme is 

homemade musicals. This year's play, "Into 
the Books," is about books changing their 
storylines and three students who work to 
bring them back to their original storyline. 
The songs are created by the children in each 
classroom.  

The musical is scheduled for May 25th at 
6 pm with a matinee/dress rehearsal at 2 pm 
on May 24th. 

Producer and director Charlene McManis 
says, “it is always a joy to work with the com-
munity.” Parent volunteers build sets, send 
props and costumes and work on lighting. 

About 18 years ago teachers, Sandy 
Cathy and Sharon Newcomb began writ-
ing and producing homegrown shows, 
with help from Martha Fitch. Around five 
years ago McManis, who previously was a 
theater teacher at Main Street School and 
worked with Lost Nation Theater and the 
Barre Opera House, produced "Groovy" and 
"Schoolhouse Rock." After that, McManis 
recalls, “We decided to create our own shows 
beginning with "A Place I Call Home" which 
Martha Fitch wrote with music by Chad 
Hollister and Kris Guen, and then "Back to 
Worcester," another Martha Fitch play with 
music by Chad and Kris, using a back-to-the-
future style about the history of Worcester.”

Rumney Memorial School
Welcome to the wonderful world of 

Dorothy and "the Wizard of Oz!" Rumney 
Memorial School students performed the trip 
down the yellow brick road featuring danc-
ing, singing, and colorful munchkins Friday, 
April 7th, and Saturday, April 8th. Rumney 
has a rich tradition of drama and we will have 
more in a future issue of Bus Stop.

East Montpelier Elementary School 
is bringing theater back. The public is invited 
to join us on June 8th at 6 pm for "Peter Pan!"

This production is possible thanks to the 
support of EMES principal Alicia Lyford, 
parent volunteers, director Alex Brown, stage 
managers and assistants Juna Nagle, Marissa 
Mattogno, and Grace Lane, and music teach-
er Samantha Gelfon.  Volunteer Flor Diaz 
Smith says, "Most importantly, thank you 
Jack Thompson for inspiring us all to bring 

on Student Learning Outcomes (SLO, 
see graphic page 1). Beginning with the 
graduating class of 2020 (today’s ninth 
graders), students will graduate, not based 
on credits received for passing courses, but 
based on proficiency. 

U-32 principal Steven Dellinger-Pate 
says, “We really want our kids to be prepared 
to assume their role in society. To be a con-
tributor to our community, graduates need 
more than just knowledge, they need trans-
ferable skills, or soft skills such as problem 
solving and critical thinking.”

Vermont is one of the first states to build 
policy and statutes around proficiency-based 
graduation requirements. It's a very big 
change; perhaps the biggest change in educa-
tion ever. 

According to Dellinger-Pate, to imple-
ment proficiency-based graduation, five 
things need to be revised:

 V Curriculum
 V The way we assess students; how we help 
them demonstrate their understanding of 
content

 V How we teach students to demonstrate a 
higher level of knowledge

 V How we grade them
 V How we report back to parents, students 
and colleges

Students must not only demonstrate 
proficiency in literacy, math, science, art and 
physical education but also in critical think-
ing, independent and collaborative work and 
effective expressive communication; See 
student learning outcomes, page 1.

What does proficiency look like?
In Washington Central Supervisory 

Union, our PBGRs are aligned to the Stu-
dent Learning Outcomes (SLO) that our full 
school board adopted in May 2016.  What 
exactly will the SLO look like and sound 
like at the graduation level?  Come and 
find out Monday, June 5 from 3:00-4:30 
p.m. for an exhibit of student work that 
demonstrates the Student Learning Out-
comes at the graduation level, at U-32.

More information about proficiency-
based learning can be found: http://edglos-
sary.org/proficiency-based-learning/      v

proficiency from pg. 1

theater back to EMES."
Volunteer Linda Urban says, “This play 

is giving kids a chance to shine in ways they 
haven't before.  There are kids learning about 
set design, about movement, about the way 
that sound works, about what it means to 
stand in someone else's shoes.  It's a gift to 
them, and a gift to learn from them.”

Director Alex Brown says, “The kids are 
helping me see theater with fresh eyes, and 
it's amazing to realize what they're starting to 
see.”

 And volunteer Holly Lane concludes, “I 
am excited to be part of theater coming back 
to EMES because doing a play gives students 
a chance to explore teamwork and collabora-
tion toward a collective creative goal.”

Berlin Elementary
Berlin Elementary music teacher Marcia 

Clark remembers working in theater at the 
school from 1994 to 2015. She says, “Drama 
productions at Berlin were one of the best 
teaching experiences of my career.” She says 
art teacher Lynn Spencer’s incredible work 
on costumes and set design with the students 
brought Berlin’s productions to a new level 
about 12 years ago. 

Clark reminisces, "All rehearsals took 
place within the school day and integrated 
into the 5/6 curriculum to ensure that every 
child was able to participate." Many of the 
plays were written or adapted by Clark from 
books students were studying in literacy or 
social studies classes. As test scores created 
a greater need for classroom time and focus, 
and behavioral issues required more attention 
and structure, it became unsustainable to con-
tinue to provide the theater learning oppor-
tunity during the school day. Clark says she 
will never forget the energy, excitement, and 
life skills learned over the years as students 
put on productions including: "Kids from 
Camelot," "Johnny Appleseed," "Lewis and 
Clark" (one Clark researched and wrote), "A 
Midsummer Night's Dream," "Robin Hood," 
"Peter Pan," "Oliver!," "The Wizard of Oz" 
(twice), "Annie," "Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory," "The Music Man," "Charlotte's 
Web," "Mary Poppins," "Folktales On Stage" 
and "The Incredible Westward Movement."  
Clark concludes, “The impact of these pro-
ductions on the students was, from my per-
spective, huge. Many of our Berlin kids went 
on to perform in theater at U-32 and beyond, 
and many have expressed that it was their 
best memory of their years at Berlin Elemen-
tary School.”v

The Berlin Elementary first grade  
recently delivered herbal tea to the entire 
school. The tea was harvested from the 
Anne Burke Community (ABC) Garden, 
and dried and processed by third, fourth 
and fifth grade students. Thanks to funds 
from CVSWMD Zero Waste Grant, the tea 
was served in the classrooms’ reusable 
cups and mugs, so no paper cup waste 
was produced! Above: Mrs. McHugh and 
first graders serving tea.

U-32 cast and crew of about 50 
presented the musical "Cry Baby," April 
7-9.
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flooringvt.com

RT. 2  EAST MONTPELIER
802-223-7171

VT TOLL FREE 1-800-244-7179   

“Our Prices Will Simply Floor You!”
ALL FAMOUS NAME

FLOORING & CARPETING

EXPERT INSTALLATION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 

CARPET - VINYL - TILE
HARDWOOD FLOORS

AREA RUGS
ROLLS & ROLLS - IN STOCK

Mohawk Carpet
plus Mohawk Laminate® Mohawk Wood®

A B B Y S
SELF STORAGE

Commercial
Residential • Personal

CLEAN, WELL-LIT
FACILITY

www.abbysselfstorage@aol.com

5x10 to 10x30 Units Available
Manager On-Site 5 Days a week!

802-229-2645
www.abbysselfstorage.com

Daniels Metal
Fabrication, Inc.
Over 35 Years Experience

Custom Sheet Metal 
Fabrication
•Furnace Plenums
•Heat Shields
•Roof Flashing
•Ductwork: pipes & 

elbows in stock
•Grille Faces & Registers 

in stock
456 East Montpelier Road
Montpelier

802-223-2801     
802-223-3789

Bus Stop Conversations Thank you to our business sponsors! 
We appreciate your support.

Call Deb at 223-4949 to place your ad.

MONTPELIER

229-9187
190 E. Montpelier Rd.

Montpelier
www.montpelieragway.com

Your Locally Owned Agway Store

Best Maple Creemee in New England!
802.223.2740 www.morsefarm.com
1168 County Road, Montpelier

Open
9-5 Daily

DON'T PUT OFF 'TILL 
TOMORROW WHAT YOU 

CAN SELL TODAY!
479-2582

CLASSIFIEDS  
403 U.S. Route 302 - Berlin

Barre, Vermont 05641

Saturday, April 29, 2017, 10 am to 2 pm
Pills & capsules only

Collection Sites:

*Washington County Sheriff’s Dept.
10 Elm Street

Montpelier, VT

*Montpelier Police Department
1 Pitkin Court
Montpelier, VT

*Barre City Police Department
15 Fourth Street

Barre City, VT

Kinney Drugs
800 US Rt 302,Berlin, VT

and 80 S Main St., Waterbury, VT

*Northfield Police Department
110 Wall Street
Northfield, VT 

Vermont State Police Middlesex  
1080 Rt 2 

Middlesex, VT

Prescription Drug Take Back Day

*Note: Year-round, permanent drop boxes at Montpelier & Northfield Police & Sheriff’s Depts, & Barre City Police

Vermont Dept. of Health
Washington County Youth Service Bureau

Central Vermont  New Directions Coalition
223-4949    www.cvndc.org

Washington County Sheriff W. Samuel Hill, in cooperation with the 
DEA, has coordinated collection sites within Washington County, for                

safe disposal of unused & expired prescription drugs.

Berlin Elementary 
sent two teams to the 
recent Jr. Iron Chef 
competition. They 
worked very hard to 
learn complicated 
recipes and 
represented Berlin 
with confidence. 
Congratulations 
"Can't Beet the 
Bobcats" and Berlin 
Bakers!

We Have a Brand New Website!
Read more and find archived issues 
at http://busstopconversations.org

East Montpelier 
Elementary students 
rehearse "Peter Pan." 
The public is invited 
to the production on 
June 8th at 6 pm!

U-32 cast and 
crew of about 50 
presented the musical 
"Cry Baby," April 7-9.


