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Bus Stop Conversations
Neighborly news about the Washington Central Supervisory Union 

schools of Berlin, Calais, Doty Memorial (Worcester), East Montpelier, 
Rumney Memorial (Middlesex), & U-32.
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Mark Chaplin inducted 
into RunVT hall of fame
U-32 Library hours

Berlin Elementary celebrated their new 
school garden with a garden naming ceremo-
ny,  May 17th. �e new garden is named in 
honor of longtime Berlin community member 
Anne Burke.

see butts on pg. 3

The Burke family was on hand for the 
Berlin community garden naming ceremony, 
named in honor of Anne Burke on May 17th.

Central VT New Directions Coalition 
Director Ann Gilbert and Prevention 
Specialist Ginny Burley helped make 
the new sidewalk buttlers a reality in 
Montpelier.

U-32 Students Help Extinguish Butt Litter 
By Ann Gilbert

Last year at this time, U-32 juniors Emma 
Curchin and Alli Wolf were making summer 
plans when they were presented with the op-
portunity to be summer in-
terns with Central Vermont 
New Directions Coalition 
working on a project ad-
dressing smoking in Wash-
ington County. Since the 
Montpelier City Council 
had agreed to make Mont-
pelier parks smoke-free the 
next task was to find out 
what the tobacco problems 
were in the downtown area. 
Could or should the capital 
city follow a smoke-free 
model like Church Street in 
Burlington?

Emma and Alli started 
out somewhat skepti-
cal about this “problem” 
they hadn’t really noticed 
before. They quickly found 
that it was not always easy to approach busi-
ness owners and pedestrians and ask them to 
fill out surveys to gather their observations 
and attitudes. Although they have lived in 

this community for years, this was a new and 
sometimes scary experience. But it got easier. 
Things changed the week they donned their 

gloves and bags to pick 
up cigarette butts on State 
Street, Main Street, and 
Langdon Street to count 
the amount of butt litter 
downtown. People wanted 
to talk to them and find 
out what they were doing. 
Suddenly, a smelly job 
of cleaning up butt litter 
started to mean some-
thing. They heard opin-
ions from others: smoking 
is a personal choice; it is 
a health concern; second-
hand smoke is a problem. 
Others commented about 
the harm of cigarette butts 
getting tossed into sewer 
drains eventually landing 
in the river. Many ques-

tioned why someone would never throw a 
coffee cup on the sidewalk or off the bridge, 
but that cigarette butts litter the streets, tree 

Alli Wolf displays some of the 
cigarette butts collected from the 
sidewalks of downtown Montpelier. 

“Sidewalk Buttlers,” have been installed 
on Montpelier streets. They look like long, 
narrow, colorful, aluminum birdhouses and 
are attached to signs and lampposts. They 
can be found near the black trashcans, and 
green recycling containers, with the hope that 
smokers will use them for safe and proper 
disposal of cigarette butts. Butts collected in 
the Buttlers are recycled and kept out of the 
river!

Isabel Giammusso, grade 7

Anne Burke Community Garden

Meg Dawkins, who helped write some of 
the grants that support the school garden,  
assists students in the garden naming 
dedication.

Outdoor play was part of the delightful 
day!
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Notes on the Chalkboard

Activities
U-32 
June 10: Class of 2016 Graduation, 6:30 p.m.
June 14: Eighth Grade Step Up, 7:00 p.m.

Berlin
June 8: Schoolwide community meeting, 9:00 a.m.
June 9: School Wide Picnic and “Race To Read” 
June 10: First Grade Field Trip Fairbanks Museum
June 10: Second Grade Field Trip Montshire 
Museum
June 13: Sixth Grade Graduation, 6 p.m.

Calais
June 8: Last day of school for Pre-K; Pre-K family 
potluck picnic, 5:15-6:30 p.m.
June 8: Grade 4 Field Trip to Statehouse
June 10: Grade 6 Field Trip to Boulder Beach
June 13: Sixth Grade Graduation, 6:30 p.m.

Doty
June 9-13: Exploratories
June 14: Wrightsville Field Trip
June 15: Sixth Grade Graduation, 6:30 p.m.

East Montpelier
June 10: EMES Field Day (June 13 Rain Date)
June 13: Sixth Grade Graduation, 6:00 p.m.

Rumney
June 9: First/Second Grades to Shady Rill 
June 10: Field Day
June 13: Sixth Grade Graduation
June 15: Sixth Grade breakfast with the principal

Board Meetings
U-32: August 17, 6:00 p.m.;
Berlin Elementary School: second Monday, 6:15 p.m., June 13;
Calais Elementary School: third Thursday, 5:30 p.m., June 16;
Doty Elementary School, Worcester: second Wednesday, 5:30 p.m., June 8;
East Montpelier Elementary School: third Monday at 5:30 p.m., June 20;
Rumney Elementary School, Middlesex: first Monday, 6:00 p.m., June 6;
Washington Central Supervisory Union Executive Committee: June 22, 6:00 p.m. at Doty

East Montpelier, April 25, 2016
 V Discussed Board Goals, supervisory union 
wide outcomes, long term planning and com-
munity communication.

 V Steven Delinger-Pate spoke on the need for 
learning outcomes to be measurable and devel-
ops for each student over time.

 V Accepted the retirement of the Pre-K teacher 
with appreciation.

 V Approved the hire of Jamie O’Hare, 0.4FTE, 
Pre-K teacher.

 V Approved the hire of Beth Downing, .39FTE, 
Pre-K teacher.

 V Bill Kimball shared updates about preschool 
and discussion followed.

Calais, May 25, 2016
 V Approved the Master Agreement for one year.
 V Approved the Proficiency Based Graduation 
Requirements Policy.

 V Accepted the bid from Delairs for floor work.
 V Accepted the bid from Selectric for sprinkler/
fire alarm work.

 V Accepted the resignation of Randilee Raynor.

The WCSU Full Board includes board members 
from each of the Elementary School Boards and 
the U-32 School Board.  
The public is welcome at all meetings.

June 14 - Last Day of School

Help Keep our Kids Safe

Prom, graduation parties, and the start 
of summer vacation are exciting and fun for 
your kids. You can help keep it that way by 
keeping them safe. Click below for tips from 
ParentUp on how to talk about alcohol and 
other drugs with your kids.

http://parentupvt.org/how-can-i-help-pre-
vent-it/talk-about-it/

Mark Chaplin Inducted into 
RunVermont Hall of Fame

RunVermont recently announced this 
year’s inductees for its hall of fame, includ-
ing U-32’s Mark Chaplin. Called the “dean 
of high school running in this state by Run-
Vermont, he has arguably served longer than 
any one current high school coach; a total of 
43 years and counting. But it is more than 
just how long Mark has coached, it is the fact 
that he has coached for only one school in all 
that time; U-32 High School. Today, you will 
still find Mark coaching at that “school on the 
hill,” and his boys and girls teams in cross 
country, track and field, as well as Nordic 
skiing have won a combined 34 state champi-
onships with Mark at the helm.

A common value for all of these teams 
has been the fellowship that is shared among 
the athletes. Working together, getting the most 
out of one’s abilities, respecting one another, 
and, most importantly, having fun are the cor-
nerstones of the programs Mark has built.

In June, Marie 
Russ, from Worces-
ter, will graduate 
from U-32 High 
School at the top of 
the class of 2016. 
Marie has been in 

the Girls/Boyz First Mentoring program for 
8 years and her mentor is Judy Copa. She has 
been accepted at UVM with a very generous 
scholarship. 

At age 10, when Marie 
entered into her mentoring 
relationship with Judy, she 
was a very shy, quiet kid 
who had just experienced 
the incredible loss and 
trauma of a fire that burned 
her home to the ground.

As a first generation college student, 
Marie enthusiastically credits the support 
she's received through Judy and the Girls/
Boyz First Mentoring program as one of the 
critical factors in her success. 

Marie says, “I can honestly say that she 
saved my life, for my mentor entered my life 
at a time when I was drowning in depression, 
and Judy was the antithesis of what I expe-
rienced at school…The fact that Judy was in 
my life was what changed my perspective on 
school and life and has made me who I am today.”

Over the last 8 years, Marie has 
blossomed into a confident, goal-oriented, 

articulate young woman. Throughout her 
high school career, she has been active 
in the U-32 Theater program, traveled to 
Scotland to participate in a U-32 Theater 
competition, participated in Branching Out 
working diligently with Laura McCaffrey, 
as her mentor in a year-long creative writing 
project, and was a highest honors high school 
senior. Marie has dreams of majoring in 
Library Science and pursuing her interest in 

creative writing. 
Mentoring is an important 

resource in our community, 
especially for those kids whose 
home situation is less than sta-
ble. Having a mentor can make 
a huge difference in their lives, 
as it certainly has in Marie's.

Marie comes from a very 
loving and supportive family but one with 
economic challenges. Girls/Boyz First 
Mentoring is organizing to send Marie off to 
college with a prepaid VISA gift card that she 
can use to help cover her first year of college 
living expenses such as school books, bedding, 
toiletries, clothing, smart phone and phone bill.

All contributions will be gratefully 
accepted. Contributions can be made out to 
Washington Central Friends of Education, 
earmarked for Marie Russ and sent to: Wen-
dy Freundlich, Girls/Boyz First Mentoring, 
490 Center Rd, Middlesex, VT 05602. Thank 
you very much.

Help Send Marie to College

Marie and Judy
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You can view current and past issues of 
Bus Stop at www.u32.org
Click on the resources link at the top of the page, 
then click on the publications link, then click on 
Bus Stop Conversations.
You can subscribe to the online version 
by sending an email to dwolf@u32.org 
with "subscribe Bus Stop" in the subject 
line.

butts from pg. 1

grates, and side-
walks.

Their 2,793 butts 
were sorted into 
labeled jars when 
Emma and Alli were 
invited to present 
their findings at the 
Montpelier Business 
Association meeting 
in February. Their 
Power Point presen-
tation described the 
process of investi-
gating the smoking 
issues in Montpe-
lier.  They shared 
the compiled data 
results of almost 400 
surveys of business 
owners and downtown visitors conducted in 
person and online via Front Porch Forum. 
Business owners were pleasantly surprised 
to hear that 73 percent of pedestrians said 
they would still come and shop and eat in 
Montpelier even if smoking were not allowed 
downtown. Some 14 percent stated that they 
would come more frequently and only 12 
percent said that they would come less often. 
While the business group was not yet willing 
to support a smoke-free downtown, there was 
a common concern of the amount of ciga-
rette litter.  The Times Argus ran a story and 
photos and CVNDC was contacted by other 
community partners who wanted to help find 
a solution to this problem.

Montpelier Alive!, the City of Montpe-
lier, CVNDC, the Montpelier Senior Center’s 
“Trash Tramps,” and Central Vermont Solid 

Waste District 
have teamed 
up just in 
time for the 
2016 summer 
season. Six 
new cigarette 

receptacles called “Sidewalk Buttlers,” that 
are produced by Urban Care of Portland, 
Maine, have been purchased and installed 
on Montpelier streets. They look like long, 
narrow, colorful, aluminum bird houses and 
are attached to signs and lamp posts. They 
can be found near the black trash cans, and 
green recycling containers, with the hope that 
smokers will use them for safe and proper 
disposal of cigarette butts. Butts collected in 
the Buttlers are recycled and kept out of the 
river!

This internship proved to be both a learn-
ing experience and a service to Montpelier. 
Alli says, “As we worked on this project I 
realized how important it was to make people 
aware of how cigarettes impact our environ-
ment and our health.  I think that the new but-
tlers are just one step towards the movement 
to create a beautiful healthy downtown.” 
And Emma says that this satisfying outcome 
to their months of work goes beyond signs 
in windows.  She concludes, “It’s great that 
the City of Montpelier is sending the mes-
sage: ‘Please don’t litter in our clean state 
capital.’”

Girija Griffin helps Marko perform 
a magic trick at the Girls/Boyz First 
Mentoring Appreciation Night, at the 
statehouse on May 19th.

The U-32 Library will be open to the 
community this summer:

Thursday, June 30: 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Friday, July 15: 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Friday, July 22: 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Friday, July 29: 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Friday, August 12: 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Emma Curchin 
collects cigarette 
butts in downtown 
Montpelier as part of 
the Central VT New 
Directions Coalition 
assessment of 
smoking attitudes 
last summer.

Norah Ryan, grade 7
Isabel Poulson, grade 9

U-32 Book Buddy Day
Friday, May 27th was the annual U-32 

Book Buddy Day-- a longstanding tradi-
tion at U-32 for 28 years. Seventh graders 
spent a unit working tirelessly on creating 
a children’s book, which is the culminating 
event for the seventh grade year. They spent 
time developing each element of fiction: 
characters, theme, setting, plot, and point of 
view. They also bring their words to life with 
handmade illustrations.

Students 
practice the art 
of reading aloud, 
and rediscover the 
magic of storytell-
ing. Book Buddy 
Day is the proj-

ect’s finale. First and second graders from 
all five sending schools come to U-32 and 
are each paired with a seventh grade buddy. 
They spend the morning reading their picture 
book to their buddy, reflecting on the books 
they like, and sharing the writing process 
together. The seventh graders gift the books 
to their buddies, selflessly practicing the art 
of giving. Games and snacks complete this 
exciting morning, and as one seventh grader 
remarked as their young buddies were board-
ing buses, “that just went by way too fast!”

First and second graders from district 
elementary schools came to U-32 May 
27th for the annual seventh grade book 
buddies event. U-32 seventh graders pre-
sented the books they had made to their 
first/second grade buddies.

At U-32 book buddy day.

Dave Burley and Jonathan Reider 
enjoy each other's company at the Girls/
Boyz First Mentoring Appreciation Night.




