
Bus Stop Conversations     Page 1

Vol. 25, #2                          November 2, 2016                            Next Issue: Nov. 30

Bus Stop Conversations
Neighborly news about the Washington Central Supervisory Union 

schools of Berlin, Calais, Doty Memorial (Worcester), East Montpelier, 
Rumney Memorial (Middlesex), & U-32.

Inside This Issue:
The Tempest
Harwood Strong
McCann Wins Award

see planting hope pg. 3

see outstanding on pg. 3

Cultural Arts & Educational Exchange
By Deborah Wolf

During the week of October 11-14 
students and staff from Berlin Elementary 
School participated in a Nicaragua Meets 
Vermont Cultural Arts and Education 
Exchange. Throughout 
the week 7 Nicaraguan 
staff from Planting 
Hope worked with 
Berlin Elementary 
staff to provide rich 
cultural experiences 
during Allied Arts 
classes. In Art, 
students painted 
with coffee to create 
unique expressions 
of Vermont and 
Nicaraguan life. 
In Music, students 
engaged in traditional songs, movement, 
drumming and music. In PE, students learned 
customary dances of Nicaragua. In Guidance, 

students learned Spanish vocabulary. 
On Friday evening community members 

were treated to a culminating event where 
students and staff presented their learning 

from the week. 
There were colorful 
costumes, songs, 
dances, whole group 
movement, an art 
show, coffee and a 
fruit dessert. The 
PTNA sponsored the 
week-long event. 
Berlin teacher Cindy 
Gauthier said “We 
are so grateful for 
the Planting Hope 
staff who provided 
an experience that 

has left our community wiser about life in 
Nicaragua.”  Gauthier traveled to Nicaragua 

Berlin Elementary students learn tradition-
al Nicaraguan folkloric dancing in PE class 
from Planting Hope staff Yasser Hernandez 
Perez and Lissania Blandon Moncada.

Berlin Elementary third and fourth 
graders gleaned apples at Liberty Orchard 
on October 21st. The apples went to 
Community Harvest of Central Vermont for 
distribution in our community. Many thanks 
to all the dedicated chaperones and Allison 
Levin.

New Directions Prevention Specialist 
Ginny Burley plays "Substance Jeopardy" 
with U-32 students at a World Food, Health 
& Wellness Event at the school October 
21st. During that time High School students 
had the opportunity to participate in a 
variety of events from test tasting stations 
to yoga, ropes course, Turn Off Texting 
demonstrations, and more. At the New 
Directions station, students tested their 
knowledge about alcohol, opiates, cannabis 
and tobacco. While the students proved 
quite knowledgeable, a few gaps stood 
out: students underestimated the extent to 
which cannabis can be addictive; and they 
overestimated how many Vermont students 
had ever used marijuana. They guessed 
90-100%, but the answer is 37%.

Kathy Christy & George Cook 
Outstanding Teachers

By Deborah Wolf
It’s not every day that our teachers are 

recognized for the outstanding efforts made 
both inside and outside the classroom, but 
two of our WCSU teachers were recently 
recognized for their commitment, innovation 
and achievements. Kathy Christy from East 
Montpelier Elementary and 
George Cook of U-32 were 
recognized along with 70 
other Vermont outstanding 
educators in a ceremony on 
October 18th at the 36th An-
nual Outstanding Teachers 
Recognition Day hosted by 
UVM.

Third Grade Teacher-
Professional Development 
Coach Kathy Christy was 
recognized as a WCSU-
UVM Teacher of the Year 
in 2004 and then again this 
year! Christy just began her 35th year as an 
elementary educator, her 28th at East Mont-
pelier Elementary! She knew when she was 
a junior in high school that she wanted to be 
an elementary school teacher.  She says, “I 
participated in a program through my high 
school that gave me the opportunity to volun-
teer in my local elementary school that sealed 
my fate!”  

Christy completed the traditional four 

years of undergraduate work at Keene State 
College majoring in elementary education.  
She completed her master's degree at Trinity 
College of VT in supervision and evaluation, 
and was certified by the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS-

National Certification) as a 
"middle childhood general-
ist" in 2000, and again in 
2010.  She says she became 
more reflective and inter-
ested in adult and teacher 
stages of development, 
which led to her interest in 
professional development 
(50% of the work she cur-
rently does).   

Christy says “It's an 
honor to work with young 
children every day.  They 
inspire and encourage 

me; they help me see the sheer joys in life. 
Watching children persevere, work through 
challenges and be proud of their accomplish-
ments is truly inspiring.  Kids just always 
make me smile, laugh and realize how truly 
lucky I am to spend time with them.”

Christy advocates for kids by listening.  
She notices those who look tired, bored, 
hungry, confused or troubled.  She asks 

George Cook and Kathy 
Christy are 2016 WCSU-UVM 
Outstanding Teachers.

Berlin Elementary students have fun 
practicing folkloric Nicaraguan dance in 
PE class during the recent Planting Hope 
residency at the school.
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Notes on the Chalkboard

Activities
U-32 
November 4: Stage 32 presents The Tempest, 7 pm
November 5: Stage 32 presents The Tempest, 2 & 7 pm
November 6: Stage 32 presents The Tempest, 2 pm
November 7: Fall Sports Dessert, 6 pm 
November 17-18: Winooski Vally Music Festival
November 29: VSAC Filling Out the Forms (Paying 
for College) Night, 5:30 pm

Berlin
November 3: Anne Burke Community Garden Meeting 
– Public Welcome, 5:30-6:30 pm
November 3: PTNO meeting, 6:30 pm
November 4-12: Scholastic Book Fair
November 7: Renovation Meeting, 6:15 pm
November 9: Harvest Luncheon, 11:15-12:30 pm
November 12: Chess Tournament, all day

Calais
November 1-4: Planting Hope Residency
November 3: Evening celebration of School-Wide, 
Artist-in-Residency Program
November 9-11, 14: Scholastic Book Fair
November 14: PTNO meeting, 6 pm

Doty
November 16: All School Morning Meeting, 9 am
December 3: Pie Breakfast and Silent Auction

East Montpelier
November 9: EMES Board Budget Forum, 6-7 pm
November 10: Student Leadership Meeting, 8:10 am

Rumney
November 5: Fall Harvest Dinner, 5:30 pm
November 7-9, 14-16: Puppet Residency
November 18: All school meeting, 9:15

Board Meetings
Washington Central school board meetings will be taking place in a different format this year. These meetings are called carousel meetings. During carousel meetings 
the five elementary school boards (Berlin, Calais, Doty, East Montpelier, and Rumney) and the U-32 school board that make up the Washington Central Supervisory 
Union will meet all together to conduct supervisory union-wide business and then break out into individual boards to conduct building specific business. This new format 
will allow meeting time to be used more efficiently because agenda items and presentations that all boards have in common will be addressed at the same time to all 
board members. The meetings will be held the fourth Wednesday of the month and the location will rotate around the different schools in the supervisory union. The next 
carousel meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 16th at U-32 beginning at 6:00 pm. The public is invited.

Calais, August 11, 2016
 V Reports on summer building work: floors 
redone, work on alarm system, library has new 
furniture, changes to bathrooms in 5/6 hallways.

 V There are 7 new students.

East Montpelier, August 15, 2016
 V Discussion about planning community bud-
get meetings coming up this fall. Board feels 
strongly that a community forum on the budget 
be held in Oct.

 V Stephen Looke reported that the Superinten-
dent evaluation is being finished up.

 V Carousel meetings will be held for the next 
three months.

Rumney, August 22, 2016
 V Appointed Karolyn May as Transportation 
Committee representative.

 V Reapproved Master Agreement.
 V New Family Handbook draft handed out which 
includes a scavenger hunt for students to com-
plete with their families.

 V No new students moved in over the summer, 
which is unusual.

Doty, August 23, 2016
 V Matt Young reported that the single applicant 
for the Spanish position did not work out so he 
researched web-based programs as an alter-
native. Matt believes Doty can be successful 
implementing a K-6 program, Middlebury 
Interactive Languages, that offers French in 
addition to Spanish.

 V Community Connections: Matt Young in-
formed the board that the program lost money 
last year, mostly due to low enrollment num-
bers, and so it will be joining forces with the 
Rumney program. He believes that combining 
with Rumney will create a better experience 
for the kids.

November 11: Parent Teacher 
Conferences—No School

 V Appointed Rachel Young as Transportation 
Committee representative.

 V Accepted Board Chair resignation with re-
grets. Will Baker, as Vice-Chair, assumes the 
board chair position automatically.

 V Appointed Roberta Jackes to serve as Vice-Chair.

East Montpelier, September 28, 2016
 V Board wants to hold a community forum on pro-
grams & class size with surveys sent out prior.

 V Community budget forum tentatively set for 
Nov. 9, 6-7 pm.

 V Act 46 committee is at an impasse due to lack 
of voting members in attendance

 V The Oct. 5th Act 46 meeting will determine 
next steps.

Berlin, September 28, 2016
 V Community forums on the construction proj-
ect set for Oct. 10, Oct. 24 and Nov. 7.

 V Lori Bibeau, Business Manager, provided 
“Tax Impact for the Building Project,” a 
thumbnail sketch of what tax increases would 
look like across the spectrum of home/prop-
erty owners and incomes.

 V Carol Amos reported that an enlarged floor 
plan created by Black River Design will be 
displayed at school. 

 V C. Parton reported that it was decided that it 
was not in the best interest for the Berlin del-
egation to vote for the Act 46 preferred model. 
However, the BES Act 46 delegation is eager 
to explore other options.

 V V. Frazier remarked that about 150 Berlin 
residents have reached out to her suggesting 
that the boards and committees slow down 
and seek more and better communication and 
time for reflection.

 V K. McHugh commented that she and fellow 
staff think there needs to be more communica-
tion from Act 46 delegation.                        v

Seventh graders from Porthos core 
performed elevation studies along the 
Hunger Mountain Trail October 14th. 
All U-32 seventh graders climb Hunger 
Mountain in the fall.

U-32 soccer players, 
coaches and family 
members form a circle 
with Harwood players 
at Harwood High 
School October 13th to 
honor the 5 students, 4 
of whom were Harwood 
juniors, who were killed 
in a tragic accident. 
Photo credit: Jeb 
Wallace-Brodeur

Harwood Strong
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last April, along with her daughter, U-32 
science teacher, Alison Gauthier.  Along 
with other Central Vermonters, including 
high school students, the mother-daughter 
team made an impact during the week by 
sharing dynamic and hands-on lessons with 
Nicaraguan teachers and students.  Alison's 
first trip abroad was during her senior year at 
U-32 with a Planting Hope trip in 2006.  

The Planting Hope staff will be working 
with Calais and U-32 students in upcoming 
weeks. Planting Hope's mission is to serve 
communities in Nicaragua and the U.S. 
by enhancing educational opportunities, 
supporting grassroots initiatives and fostering 
cultural exchanges. 

Planting Hope was founded in 2001 
by U-32 alum Beth Merrill of Montpelier.  
While teaching first grade as a college intern 
in Nicaragua, she made deep connections 
with families and students in Matagalpa, 
Nicaragua, a city in the central, coffee-
growing mountains of the country. Working 
with limited resources, she realized that many 
of the educational resources available to us 
in Vermont could have a dramatic impact on 
education in Nicaragua.  Later she surveyed 
children in the community and found that 
their community especially needed a library.  
Beth returned to Vermont, established the 
non-profit organization and used the Spanish 
language and journalism skills she learned 
at U-32 to create a newsletter to get friends 
and families aboard the project. Together 
they were able to raise the funds to build a 
library, which has since expanded to include 
a community center and cyber café, as well 
as 3 pre-schools, a scholarship program and 
a mobile library bus, staffed with teachers 
who bring "the specials" to under-served 
communities in Nicaragua.  All of these 
efforts increase the educational resources 
available to teachers and students and help 
foster a love of reading for kids who wouldn't 
otherwise get to read even a picture book.

Planting Hope has been creating 
partnerships both here and in Nicaragua ever 
since 2001. The organization fosters cultural 
exchange between Nicaragua and the U.S. 
by bringing multi-age groups of Americans 
there to provide service work and learn about 
the region. Each year between 50-80 adults 
and students travel to Nicaragua 
with Planting Hope, including 
a multi-generational delegation 
which often includes students 
from U-32 and Montpelier high 
schools.                        v

For more information about 
Planting Hope, please visit their 
website at planting hope.org

planting hope from pg. 1

U-32 senior Lauren Morse makes 
applesauce from local apples from Burtt's 
Orchard during U-32's wellness day 
October 21st.

outstanding from pg. 1

U-32 Teacher Kate McCann 
Wins Presidential Award

Kate McCann received the Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and 
Science Teaching in August. Pictured 
here with the Assistant to the President 
for Science and Technology and White 
House Office of Science and Technology 
Policy Director John P. Holdren and Dr. 
Joan Ferrini-Mundy, Assistant Director, 
Directorate for Education and Human 
Resources, National Science Foundation.

Congratulations Kate!  

At a recent inservice, our elementary 
teachers engaged in science inquiry with 
hands-on experiments led by some of our 
teacher leaders from the WCSU science 
steering committee. The committee 
offered some dynamic lessons focused 
on NGSS (Next Generation Science 
Standards). Calais principal Cat Fair said, 
"I don't recall the last time I participated in 
professional development at an inservice 
where teachers were smiling, working hard 
toward a common goal, and having fun!" 
Above, teachers Lisa Levangie and Cheryl 
Ecklund from Calais are joined by Laura 
Giammusso from EMES. Below, several 
teachers from our supervisory union work 
together led by Lynn Wagner from Berlin 
and Lisa Gariboldi from EMES.

see outstanding on pg. 4

them questions and tries to get to the root of 
problems and concerns.  She makes sure she 
knows students well, not just their academic 
needs, but their interests and passions as well.  
And she works really hard with students and 
their families.  

Christy calls her husband Dave, who is 
a PGA golf professional, her number one 
cheerleader. She says he is “the kindest, 
supportive, caring person I know.  He has 
always supported my work, and my passion.”  
They enjoy going on excursions within New 
England.  “We work opposite schedules as 
he works in the golf industry, so it makes our 
work schedules kind of interesting, we seem 
to balance each other out that way.  He's a big 
sports guy, so I kind of pretend that I watch 
sports with him, at times,” she says.

As the youngest of six children Christy 
says that growing up in a large, noisy, won-
derful extended family she was brought up to 
always do for others. Her father’s motto was 
the motto of his Rotary Club, "Service above 
self." She loves to tell her students stories of 

her childhood; they al-
ways seem to be enter-
tained by the antics of a 
large, rowdy family.

Christy loves 
spending time with 
friends and extended 
family. Walking Berlin 
Pond in all kinds of 

weather with great friends is one of her great-
est joys.  She frequently sees George Cook 
there running.  Many mornings she can be 
found at 6 a.m. at Barre Jazzercise classes.  
She also loves to read, bake, watch reality 
home improvement and real estate programs, 
and is a bit of a shopper.  She is an 11-year 
breast cancer survivor and proud of the work 
she’s done raising awareness and supporting 
people who have to go through treatment.  

Overall, I feel blessed to be working in 
“the magical community of East Montpelier. 
I'm on my second generation of families, and 
that is truly a gift. I work with some of the 
most dedicated people on the planet! They 
all inspire me to try to do my best each and 
everyday.”

George Cook is chair of U-32’s Business 
department, teaching students fiscal respon-
sibility through financial literacy and Inc. 
courses.  George also teaches a course called 
Community Based Learning (CBL), which 
allows students to gain internship experience 
in the field they are interested in.

Cook says the high school youth he 
teaches are energetic, smart, and funny and 
that his absolute favorite part of the workday 
is being in the classroom.  He credits the kids 
for keeping him young!

He continues that project based learning 

Planting Hope staff perform folkloric dance 
at Berlin Elementary School, October 14th.
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flooringvt.com

RT. 2  EAST MONTPELIER
802-223-7171

VT TOLL FREE 1-800-244-7179   

“Our Prices Will Simply Floor You!”
ALL FAMOUS NAME

FLOORING & CARPETING

EXPERT INSTALLATION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 

CARPET - VINYL - TILE
HARDWOOD FLOORS

AREA RUGS
ROLLS & ROLLS - IN STOCK

Mohawk Carpet
plus Mohawk Laminate® Mohawk Wood®

www.braggfarm.comwww.braggfarm.com

Enjoy Autumn at Bragg Farm

NOW OPEN DAILY
8:30-6:00

1-800-376-5757 or 223-5757
Exit 8 off I-89

5 miles on US Rt 2E, bear left, 1 mile on 
Vt. Rt. 14N

1005 Vt. Rt. 14N, East Montpelier 05651

Good Things 
Are Arriving!
•Vermont Apples

& Donuts
• Cider From
Champlain 
Orchards

• And 8 Inch
Apple Pies

WE STILL HAVE PUMPKINS
(BUT HURRY, THEY'RE GOING FAST!)

PUMPKINS
Grown by

Bob & Jini’s
for you!

Start Your 
Halloween 
Party Here! 
Delicious 

Cider, 
Donuts 
& Maple 

Creemees, 
Shakes & 
Sundaes

A B B Y S
SELF STORAGE

Commercial
Residential • Personal

CLEAN, WELL-LIT
FACILITY

www.abbysselfstorage@aol.com

5x10 to 10x30 Units Available
Manager On-Site 5 Days a week!

802-229-2645
www.abbysselfstorage.com

Daniels Metal
Fabrication, Inc.
Over 35 Years Experience

Custom Sheet Metal 
Fabrication
•Furnace Plenums
•Heat Shields
•Roof Flashing
•Ductwork: pipes & 

elbows in stock
•Grille Faces & Registers 

in stock
456 East Montpelier Road
Montpelier

802-223-2801     
802-223-3789

Bus Stop Conversations Thank you to our business sponsors! 
We appreciate your support.

Call Deb at 223-4949 to place your ad.

MONTPELIER

229-9187
190 E. Montpelier Rd.

Montpelier
www.montpelieragway.com

Your Locally Owned Agway Store

With a network of trails, and enrolled in Vermont's 
Land Use Program, this three bedroom, 2 bath log home 
offers an open design.  A most intriguing separate studio 
building includes a shop space with power.  Solar arrays 
on both structures contribute to a comfortable and sus-
tainable lifestyle.  This Calais home is listed at $269,000.

81 Main St.
Montpelier
229-0345

HeneyRealtors.com   1-800-696-1456

HREALTORS
eney

ON 36 ACRES
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Local Permanent Disposal Sites:
Washington County Sheriff’s Dept: (802) 223-3001

10 Elm Street, Montpelier, VT
Montpelier Police Dept: (802) 223-3445

1 Pitkin Court, Montpelier, VT 
Barre City Police Department: (802) 476-6613

15 Fourth Street, Barre, VT 
Northfield Police Department: (802) 485-9181

110  Wall Street, Northfield, VT

Holiday Gift Baskets - we ship anywhere!
802.223.2740 www.morsefarm.com
1168 County Road Montpelier

Open
9-6 Daily

Stage 32 (U-32 High School Theater Program) is 
proud to present Shakespeare'sThe Tempest on 
November 4 at 7:00 pm, November 5 at 2:00 pm 
and 7:00 pm and November 6 at 2:00 pm in the 
U-32 High School Auditorium. Tickets are available 
at the door: $12 for adults, $10 for students and 
seniors. For more information please call 
802-229-0321 ext 5903.

is pure and experiential learning in the truest 
sense and that it mirrors real life work.

His colleagues who he says are “so smart 
and committed to our kids,” inspire Cook. He 
says he absolutely loves U-32 and the stu-
dents who attend the school.  He enjoys team 
teaching and opening up his classroom doors 
to other teachers.  Cook says, “Collaborating 
with others is really healthy.”

His wife, Carrie, son Cameron, and daugh-
ter Alexandra inspire Cook.  He says his kids 
are growing up so fast! He continues that he 
and his wife are very fortunate to have great, 
supportive parents in their lives and that they 
have a very solid family with whom they are 
very close.

Outside of the classroom, Cook spends 

as much time as possible with family.   A 
passionate runner, Cook usually runs 2 or 3 
marathons a year.  During the summer he runs 
about 50 miles a week!  He really enjoys run-
ning with friends Dan Miller-Arsenault and 
Adam French.  

One U-32 student said this about Cook: 
“George Cook is an awesome teacher. The 
way he presents his material in class is both 
funny and captivating; he makes you want to 
learn more. George is always willing to help 
students excel both in and out-of-class. Not 
only is he an expert in his knowledge about 
financial literacy, but he is also grounded in 
life leadership skills. He deserves this award 
for all of the hard work and dedication he puts 
into helping his students succeed.”  

Congratulations Kathy and George!    v

DON'T PUT OFF 
'TILL TOMORROW 
WHAT YOU CAN 

SELL TODAY!
479-2582

Or Toll Free
1-800-639-9753

CLASSIFIEDS
403 U.S. Route 302 - Berlin

Barre, Vermont 05641


