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Welcome Bill Deiss
By Jody Emerson and U-32 Chronicle staff

U-32's new Assistant Principal, Bill 
Deiss, comes to U-32 from Charlotte, N.C. 
where he has been an Assistant Principal, a 
Math teacher, and a Special Educator over 
the last ten years at East Mecklenburg High 
School.  He was instrumental 
in developing the Eagle Flight 
program, a program designed 
to identify and reach first-time 
ninth grade students who are 
at risk of failing academically 
and socially. He looks forward 
to supporting our ninth grade 
teams in their work this year.  
Deiss will also be joining the 
Math Steering Committee, and 
work with the administrative 
team through supervision and 
evaluation of faculty and staff, 
student management and other 
administrative duties.

"I am very excited that I will be the next 

AP at U-32. The chance to be part of such a 
high functioning group of educators was too 
good to pass up,” said Deiss.

Deiss was born in Toledo, Ohio, but 
spent his high school years in Singapore; 

Jakarta, Indonesia; Palos 
Verdes, California; and 
Mclean, Virginia. “My dad’s 
job required us to move fairly 
often,” Deiss said about his 
early life.

He went on to study at 
Randolph Macon, a small 
liberal arts school in Virginia. 
Then he got his Masters at 
Wingate University. 

After college, he went 
on to specialize in Special 
Education for eight years in 
self-contained classrooms at a 

high school in North Carolina working with 

Girls/Boys First mentees love to spend 
time together during monthly group activities. 
New friendships are made and maintained.

Bill Deiss is the new 
assistant principal at U-32.

Chris Blackburn, 
Joanne Breiden-
stein, Cat Fair, 
Rod Lang, Kate 
McCann, Adam 
Rosen, Meg Shel-
don, Fran Weston 
and  (Jamie Bohn, 
Michelle Meacham, 
not pictured) were 
honored for 10 
years of service 
to Washington 
Central schools on 
opening day.

Kim Bolduc, Michelle Brett, Caroline Grace, Linda Cueto, Amy Molina, 
Elizabeth Wirth, Christine Christiano, Deb Lynde, Bess Powers, Susan DeForge, 
David Hannigan, Laura Giammusso, Travis Garand, Deb Stevens, and Kenny 
Saxe were honored for their 15 years of service to Washington Central Schools, 
during opening day for staff, August 24th. Not pictured: Lisa Audet.

Patty Blondin congratulates Steve 
Owens who was honored for 25 years of 
service to Washington Central schools on 
opening day, August 24th. Richie Rowell, 
not pictured, was also honored for 25 
years.

Announcing redesigned supervisory union 
and school websites to serve you better! 

WCSU's new website will bring students, 
parents and community members news and 
information in a more concise, consistent 
fashion. The entire site, including district, 
school and teacher pages, has recently gone 
live. The URL has changed to www.wcsu32.
org, but each of our old names point to our 
new wcsu32.org name. Some sections are still 
being worked on, but our district and school’s 
vital information is available. 

One of the first things you’ll notice is a 
uniform look and feel—whether you are at a 
district or school site. The navigation is con-

Redesigned Websites
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Bus Stop Conversations is published 16 times in the school year by Washington Central Friends of Education, Inc., 
a private, non-profit corporation committed to strengthening the communication and cooperation between residents 
of the five district towns of Berlin, Calais, East Montpelier, Middlesex, and Worcester, and the Washington Central 
Supervisory Union schools. No tax money is used for the production or publication. Send correspondence to: 
Editor, Deborah Wolf, Washington Central Friends of Education, PO Box 324, Montpelier, VT 05601; e-mail: 
dwolf@u32.org

Notes on the Chalkboard

Activities
U-32 
October 6: Hunger Mountain Hike, Athos
October 11: VSAC Paying for College, 6:30 pm
October 27: High School Music Concert, 7 pm
October 28: Mock Tails Party, 9 am
November 4: Stage 32 presents The Tempest, 7 pm
November 5: Stage 32 presents The Tempest, 2  pm 
and 7 pm
November 6: Stage 32 presents The Tempest, 2 pm 

Berlin
October 8: PTNA Meeting, 6:30 pm
October 10: Renovation Meeting, 6:15 pm
October 11-14: Planting Hope Residency
October 14: Planting Hope Culminating Event, 6:30
October 19: PBIS Community Meeting, Parents/
Guardians welcome, 9:05 am
October 24: Picture Retake Day
October 24: Renovation Meeting, 6:15 pm
October 28: Halloween Dance
November 3: PTNO meeting, 6:30 pm
November 4-11: Scholastic Book Fair

Calais
October 14: Picture Retake Day
October 27: Bring a Neighbor to Lunch
October 29: Halloween Party, 1 pm
November 1-4: Planting Hope Residency
November 3: Evening celebration of School-Wide, 
Artist-in-Residency Program

Doty
October 6: Picture Retake Day
October 29: Haunted Hallway, 6 pm

East Montpelier
October 20: Picture Retake Day
October 20: Open House with students 6 - 7 pm

Rumney
October 8: PTO Chili dinner and cook off, 12 pm
October 19: Picture Retake Day
October 21: Halloween Family Movie Night 6 pm
November 5: Fall Harvest Dinner, 6 pm

Board Meetings
Washington Central school board meetings will be taking place in a different format this year. These meetings are called carousel meetings. During carousel meetings the 
five elementary school boards (Berlin, Calais, Doty, East Montpelier, and Rumney) and the U-32 school board that make up the Washington Central Supervisory Union 
will meet all together to conduct supervisory union-wide business and then break out into individual boards to conduct building specific business. This new format will 
allow meeting time to be used more efficiently because agenda items and presentations that all boards have in common will be addressed at the same time to all board 
members. The meetings will be held the fourth Wednesday of the month and the location will rotate around the different schools in the supervisory union. The next carou-
sel meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 26th at Calais Elementary School beginning at 6:00 pm. The public is invited.

U-32, June 15, 2016
 V A U-32 student won the outstanding student 
award at the Central Vermont Career Center.

 V Adrienne Magida reported that the Act 46 
Committee heard a report on an alternative 
model that maintains local voice and con-
nection and keeps budgets local. The model 
seemed similar to the current model.

 V Erin Galligan-Baldwin, Aven Williams, David 
Sanguinetti, Joe Sanguinetti, and Maddie 
Goddard gave an overview of Stage 32’s 
original play Baggage and thanked the board 
for their support. A local playwright was hired 
to write the original play about students in the 
foster care system in Vermont and the play was 
brought to the Edinburgh Fringe festival over 
the summer. At the Vermont Drama festival 
Stage 32 became state champs. They also 
performed at the New England Drama festival, 
for the Vermont Agency of Social Services, 
and as a special fundraiser at the Paramount 
in Rutland for Outright Vermont and Tatum’s 
Totes, (raised over $500 for each charity).

 V Accepted resignations of English Teacher, 
Abbey Kalman and Math Teacher, Mary Ellen 
Simmons. 

 V Accepted appointments of Kara Rosenberg, 
English Teacher; Georgia Roy, Math Teacher; 
Matthew Kolva, Buildings & Grounds Direc-
tor; and Henry Van Orman, Athletics & Activi-
ties Director.

East Montpelier, June 20, 2016
 V Discussed the work of the board in the supervi-
sory union, and the prospect of moving toward 
more carousel meetings that would not always 
meet at EMES.

 V Kim Kendall shared her concern that having 
the board meetings at other facilities might in-
hibit community attendance and participation. 
The board wants to give the community plenty 
of opportunities to participate in discussion, 
especially at budget development time. 

 V Approved WCSU Food Service Pricing FY17 
($3.50).

Oct. 7 - Teacher In-Service, No School 
Oct. 10 - Columbus Day - No School

U-32, August 17, 2016
 V The Act 46 Committee gave an alternatives 
report, which sparked a lot of discussion 
during their June meeting. Discussed the 
intricacies of the proposed Articles of Agree-
ment, whether Roxbury would be included, 
the indebtedness of the schools, capital needs 
district-wide and how the voting would work. 
A list of questions was generated to forward to 
the district’s legal counsel.

 V Improvements made include new bleach-
ers, new lockers and lighting in the athletic 
sections, new flooring and tile in some areas. 
There was also some forest management work 
done this summer.

 V Appointed Mary Bove, English Teacher and 
Carolyn Wilson, Math Teacher

Berlin, August 30, 2016
 V There has been a spike in enrollment. Last Oc-
tober’s enrollment was 198 students and today 
enrollment is 219.

 V Discussion around how to deal with large 
third grade classroom sizes.

 V Chris Winters gave a presentation outlining 
the reasons why renovation needs to occur in-
cluding failing systems, infrastructure needs, 
asbestos removal, ADA compliance, fire and 
safety code compliance and an updated learn-
ing environment.

 V The PTNA asked for ways they could work 
better with the board and noted that volunteers 
are always welcomed.

 V Bond amount set at $2,997,000.

Berlin, September 12, 2016, Special 
School Board Meeting

 V Approved Warning  and Ballot for November 
8, 2016 Bond Vote

 V Public forums about construction bond to be 
held: October 10th, October 24th and Novem-
ber 7th at 6:15 pm.

 V Carousel meetings will be held in September, 
October and November on the 4th Wednes-
days in place of regular board meetings.   v

The Tempest
On Friday, 

November 4th, Stage 
32 will present William 
Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest. Orlando Grant 
plays Caliban.

BERLIN TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPECIAL MEETING 

Tuesday, November 8, 2016
Voting will take place on a special school 

construction bond for legal voters of the 
Berlin Town School District at the Berlin 
Municipal Offices, 108 Shed Road, in the 
Town of Berlin on Tuesday, November 8, 
2016 between 8:00 am and 7:00 pm.

"Shall general obligation bonds of the 
Berlin Town School District in an amount 
not to exceed Two Million Nine Hundred 

Ninety Seven Thousand Four Hundred 
Seventy Six Dollars ($2,997,476), subject to 
reduction from the receipt of available state 
and federal grants-in-aid, be issued for the 
purpose of financing the cost of renovations 
to the Berlin Elementary School?"

The deadline for applying for addition to 
the checklist is 5:00 pm, Wednesday, Nov- 
ember 2, 2016.  The deadline for requesting 

absentee ballots on behalf of absent 
voters is 3:30 pm, Monday, November 
7, 2016.  Voters may contact the Town 
Clerk’s office (229-9298) with ques-
tions regarding voting.  
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behaviorally challenged students. He then left 
special education. “I wanted to be the master 
of my own classroom.”

Bill became certified in mathematics and 
started teaching ninth grade algebra. He also 
was involved with many extra curriculars 
such as coaching tennis. “I really like to 
get involved.” Later the Dean of Students 
position opened up, which he held for three 
years. He was honored as employee of the 
year.

He likes that Vermont is less crowded, 
and enjoys outdoor activities such as jogging, 
hiking, and snowshoeing. About U-32, he 
said, “I really appreciate the way people 
accept each other for who they are. It’s 
refreshing and enjoyable for me to see.”

Bill has already found one thing he would 
like to improve about U-32. “On the SATs, 
this student body scores above the state and 
the national average, however only 50% of 
the graduating classes apply to or go to a 
form of higher education after high school. I 
value education, I think it’s a way to a better 
life.”

He wonders if students aren’t getting 
enough information about college, such as 
scholarships that are available. “I have a 
lot of questions before I can come up with 
solutions. I am going to approach this first 
year with an open mind.”

Bill and his wife Martha live in Calais, 
and they have two kids: a daughter named 
Charlotte, a student at Carnegie Mellon 
University, and a son, Gavin, a junior at U-32.

Welcome Bill!             v

To read about other new faces at U-32, go 
to http://u32chronicle.com/2016/09/22/new-
faces/

new asst. principal from pg. 1

Girls/Boyz First is starting a school 
based mentoring program at Rumney 
School this year. Mentors will meet one 
on one with their 1st-4th grade mentees 
at lunch and recess on Tuesdays for one 
hour to read together, play games, draw 
and get to know one another. We are 
looking for adults in the Middlesex area 
who would enjoy spending time mentoring 
on site at Rumney. Please contact 
Wendy Freundlich, 224-6500 or wendy.
freedom51@gmail.com

Patty Blondin congratulates Chip Hedler 
who was honored for 20 years of service to 
Washington Central schools.

Congratulations Jessica Chaplin and 
Sue Dentith for 30 years of service to 
Washington Central schools!

sistent throughout the new websites. You will 
be able to find information more quickly and 
in many cases with fewer clicks. The district 
conducted research and focus groups with 
students, families and community members 
to ensure the most visited items are promi-
nent, including: 

 SNews and announcements
 SSchool and activity calendars
 SStudent information (schedules, grades, bus 
routes, etc.)
 SDistrict-wide staff directory
 SLunch menus

websites from pg. 1 You will also notice a responsive design 
feature that automatically adjusts content 
depending on what device you’re using to 
access the site. The website will be easily 
accessible from any technology device—
computers, tablets and smartphones. Each 
view will be optimized for any screen size. 
Check out the new website and discover the 
improvements today: www.wcsu32.org 

Feedback is welcome! Please email your 
feedback to: webfeedback@u32.org. This 
feedback will be reviewed daily and given to 
our WCSU Website Committee for consider-
ation.             v

Central Vermont New Directions  
Coalition (CVNDC), which serves 
Montpelier and the surrounding WCSU 
towns and Washington County, is pleased 
to offer the award-winning parenting class 
Guiding Good Choices on Tuesdays, 
from October 18 through November 15, 
2016. Guiding Good Choices is a free, 
five-session workshop that aids parents 
and/or caregivers of fourth through eighth 
graders. 

5 Tuesdays, October 18, 25, November 
1, 8, 15

6:00-8:00 pm
Berlin Elementary School
Parents & caregivers of youth in grades 

4-8, ages 9-14

It is impor-
tant to reach kids 
early--before 
middle school and 
before high school 
are crucial times. 
Guiding Good 
Choices has an 
excellent track 
record for prevent-
ing youth alcohol 

and drug use and abuse. 
For details, go to: cvndc.org
Childcare provided with reservation.
Space is limited and pre-registration is 

required. Call Ann Gilbert at 223-4949, or 
info@cvndc.org.

Parent Education Workshop
“Guiding Good Choices” 

to help parents improve family bonding and reduce risk of teenage drug use

A screen shot from the new district website. Go to www.wcsu32.org to see the websites 
for our five elementary schools, U-32 and Washington Central Supervisory Union.

U-32 Assistant Principal 
Jody Emerson Nominated for 
LifeChanger of the Year Award

LifeChanger of 
the Year is an annual 
program funded and 
run by National Life 
Group and the Nation-
al Life Group Founda-
tion that recognizes 
and rewards K-12 edu-
cators and school em-
ployees from around 

the country. The program aims to honor those 
who are making a significant difference in the 
lives of students by exemplifying excellence, 
positive influence and leadership. 

The parent who nominated Emerson said, 
“Jody Emerson is everything that a middle 

see life changer on pg. 4
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flooringvt.com

RT. 2  EAST MONTPELIER
802-223-7171

VT TOLL FREE 1-800-244-7179   

“Our Prices Will Simply Floor You!”
ALL FAMOUS NAME

FLOORING & CARPETING

EXPERT INSTALLATION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL 

CARPET - VINYL - TILE
HARDWOOD FLOORS

AREA RUGS
ROLLS & ROLLS - IN STOCK

Mohawk Carpet
plus Mohawk Laminate® Mohawk Wood®

www.braggfarm.comwww.braggfarm.com

Enjoy Autumn at Bragg Farm

NOW OPEN DAILY
8:30-6:00

1-800-376-5757 or 223-5757
Exit 8 off I-89

5 miles on US Rt 2E, bear left, 1 mile on 
Vt. Rt. 14N

1005 Vt. Rt. 14N, East Montpelier 05651

Good Things 
Are Arrving!
•Vermont Paula 

Red Appes
• Cider From
Champlain 
Orchards

• And 8 Inch
Apple Pies

VERMONT GROWN
MUMS ARE HERE!

We have lots of Colors in 8 in. Pots

BOB & JINI'S
PUMPKINS ARE HERE

Bob & Jini’s
PUMPKINS
are ready!
Big Ones, 
Small Ones, 
Mini Pumpkins!

BRING YOUR WEEKEND 
VISITORS for our "World's 

Best" Maple Creemees, Shakes 
and Sundaes 

A B B Y S
SELF STORAGE

Commercial
Residential • Personal

CLEAN, WELL-LIT
FACILITY

www.abbysselfstorage@aol.com

5x10 to 10x30 Units Available
Manager On-Site 5 Days a week!

802-229-2645
www.abbysselfstorage.com

Daniels Metal
Fabrication, Inc.
Over 35 Years Experience

Custom Sheet Metal 
Fabrication
•Furnace Plenums
•Heat Shields
•Roof Flashing
•Ductwork: pipes & 

elbows in stock
•Grille Faces & Registers 

in stock
456 East Montpelier Road
Montpelier

802-223-2801     
802-223-3789

Bus Stop Conversations Thank you to our business sponsors! 
We appreciate your support.

Call Deb at 223-4949 to place your ad.

MONTPELIER

229-9187
190 E. Montpelier Rd.

Montpelier
www.montpelieragway.com

Your Locally Owned Agway Store

Comfortable design on a lovely 2.40 parcel of land with all 
of the advantages of country living yet on a paved road.  Three 
bedrooms, two baths and a large living room with a big stone 

fireplace with an Elmira insert, and a creation room with a 
second fireplace with woodstove insert makes for comfortable 
living. A big covered porch off the kitchen opens to the private 

yard. An attached two-car garage plus an attached shed for 
equipment.  $224,000.

81 Main St.
Montpelier
229-0345

HeneyRealtors.com   1-800-696-1456

HREALTORS
eney

East Montpelier

*Washington County Sheriff’s Dept.
10 Elm Street
Montpelier, VT

*Northfield Police Department
110 Wall Street
Northfield, VT 

*Montpelier Police Department
1 Pitkin Court
Montpelier

*Barre City Police Department
15 Fourth Street
Barre City, VT

Kinney Drugs 
800 US RT 302
Berlin, VT

Kinney Drugs
80 South Main Street
Waterbury, VT

With support from: Central VT New Directions Coalition                  
www.cvndc.org, 223-4949; Washington County Youth Service 
Bureau and VT Dept. of Health Regional Prevention Partnerships

Washington County Sheriff W. Samuel Hill, in cooperation with the DEA, has coordinated 
seven collection sites within Washington County, for the disposal of unused prescription drugs. 

Saturday October 22, 2016
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Pills & capsules only. (No liquids or syringes)

Collection Sites:

Got Drugs? 

Turn in your unused or expired medication for safe disposal

Saturday, October 22nd, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Visit www.dea.gov or call 800-822-9539 for a collection site near you. 

Prescription Drug Take-Back Day for Safe Disposal

Vermont State Police Middlesex
1080 Rt 2
Middlesex

*Note: Year-ro
und, permanent drop 

boxes are available in Montpelier, 

Barre and Northfield

life changer from pg. 3
and high school assistant principal should be! 
She has the right balance of love, understand-
ing and toughness that it takes to work with 
such a wide range of ages and personalities. 
Her nominator, Stephanie Croteau, had a posi-
tive experience with Principal Emerson when 
her oldest child was struggling with school at 

the end of their junior year 
To see the nomination and/or vote for Jody 

click on the link below:
https://lifechangeroftheyearnominees.com/

jody-emerson/            v


